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My heart’s desire as a father is that my children be saved and grow in the Lord, and also to be soul-
winners.  In 2 Peter chapter one verses 5-12, we read about growing in the Lord by adding to our faith.  
The key to this growth is found in verse 9. “But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar 
off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.” 
 
The Apostle Peter gives us instruction as to how we should add to our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thereby grow and mature as Christians.  In verse 9 he tells us that if a person is not adding to their faith 
the things he mentioned in verses 5-7, then that person has “forgotten that he was purged from his old 
sins.”  In verses 12-15, he mentions the word remembrance three times.  The only thing mentioned that 
was being forgotten was being purged from our old sins, so that must be one of the things he’s talking 
about remembering, especially since he makes the argument that this is the reason why someone doesn’t 
add to their faith and mature.  I read a commentary on this verse that said “The continually present sense 
of one’s sins having been once for all forgiven is the strongest stimulus to every grace”. 
 
So how do we keep the remembrance of being purged from our sins fresh in our mind?  The most effec-
tive way for a person to remember that he has been purged from his old sins is to tell someone else that 
they need to be purged from theirs.  When I tell someone that they have broken the 10 commandments 
and that God views them as a law-breaking criminal (sinner) worthy of death, it makes me remember that 
I’m a law breaking sinner as well.  Then when I tell that person that God the Father laid all of our crimes 
against Him onto His Son the Lord Jesus Christ and executed Him in our stead, so that we could be for-
given and purged from our sins by His blood, what does that cause me to do?  It causes me to remember 
that I’ve been forgiven and purged from my own sins by the blood of Jesus. 
 
The key to growth and maturity is obedience, both mentally and spiritually.  A rebel child is nothing more 
than an untrained, undisciplined, disobedient brat.  The same can be said of carnal Christians.  Every ma-
ture Christian I have ever met has had a concern for the salvation of others.  The Great Commission of 
our Lord to proclaim the Gospel is a foundational and primary command to be obeyed by every child of 
God.  If a Christian is not even obeying this primary command, is it any wonder they don’t add anything 
else to their faith?  To constantly be in remembrance of our salvation causes us to be in constant aware-
ness of our faith, which makes for unwavering and solid faith upon which something can be built – a firm 
foundation.  A Christian that doesn’t have a concern for the salvation of others will not have a constant 
awareness of their own faith, and it will therefore not be steady and solid, thus nothing gets built upon it.  
If we could learn to obey the Great Commission and be soul conscious, it would not only help others to 
be born again, it would also allow us to add to our faith and thus mature and be conformed to the image 
of Christ. 
 
So as fathers, let’s be diligent in being good examples to our children as we obey our Master by being 
soul-winners.  If we’re not soul-winners, then they probably won’t be either – they will become who we 
are. 
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I am so thankful that my dad is one of 

 God’s Most Wanted Men.  
I love you Dad, 

Debbie 
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Take care of your lawn this summer  
with these easy tips.  

 
·  During the summer months, raise your mowing height to 

2.5- 3”  ·  It is best to water your lawn early in the morning.  

·  Remove any weeds you see from the root.  

·  Avoid fertilizing your lawn in the summer.  

·  Makes sure your lawn mower blades are sharp.  

       If the blades of grass are white and frayed then 

       your blades are dull.  

Anonymous 
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Need a convenient way to store your fishing rods up 
and off the floor?  

 Try this! 
You will need an inexpensive curtain rod, a piece of 
foam pipe insulation, and a good knife or razor 
blade.  First slide the pipe insulation over the rod, and 
mount the curtain rod on a wall.  Then cut vertical 
slits in the insulation far enough apart to allow for 
your reels hanging below not to touch.  Simply slip 
the rods into the slits, and you have instant rod stor-
age. 
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